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Revenve in our CoLonies by PREROGATIVE- 


Addreſſed to the PUBLIC. 
My Lords, Gentlemen, and Fellow Subjects, 7 he 
| LTHOUGH the right of every ſubject in the moſt deſ- 
potic kingdoms, to petition his ſovereign againſt griev- 
ance and oppreſſion, is indiſputable; and though this 


right has been ſolemnly confirmed to every Britiſh: ſubject by an 
expreſs covenant, ſealed with the beſt blood of Great Britain; yet 


every attempt to exerciſe this right has been, of late, infamouſly 
traduced by a ſet of deſpicable tools, who, though encouraged in 


their impudence by Britiſh money, have proved themſelves un- 
worthy the protection of a Britiſh government. 
When the moſt decent and reſpectful petitions to his majeſty, 
from the moſt reſpectable bodies of his ſubjects, are ſcandalouily 
repreſented as traitorous inſults of the factious and diſaffected, it 
would look like a deſigned contempt of the livery of the city o 
London, if they were ſuffered to eſcape the honour of the ſame 
abuſe, They have had their ſhare. An obligation the citizens 
ef London will not ſoon forget. 8; | | 
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| 64) 
The writers for the preſent miniſtry have been ſo long prac- 
tiſed in ſcandal and abuſe, falſhood and mifrepreſentation, 
that it would be as vain to ſeek for truth, fairneſs and decency 
in them, as wiſdom and public ſpirit in their maſters. 
I ſhould be glad to know what reaſon can be aſſigned for this 
. unnatural deviation from all that is good and manly; what plea 
they have to offer in their own defence, that can carry a little more 
weight than the common one, of the virtue of the age they live 
in, in which no man is expected to ſacrifice a dinner to truth and 
juſtice. The ſolution of this difficulty, I recommend to Creon, 
as a proper ſubje& for his next eſſay on moral obligation. 
In which, (if his genius will ſtand his friend) he may 
introduce a moral juſtification of that man, who, while he 
enjoys a penſion of three hundred pounds per annum, publickly 
declares, he receives nothing from the government, but that 
protection which every ſubject enjoys in common with himſelf. 
Suppoſe it be granted, that the tenure by which theſe writers 
hold their Pays places or penſions, may be an obligation, occa- 
fionally to forſwear what they know; even in that caſe, no power 
on earth can oblige them to believe what they ſwear. Therefore, 
the beſt chance we have to ſift the truth out of gentlemen under 
ſuch embarraſſment, muſt be by reverſing the practice relating to 
evidence, and examining them not upon their knowledge, but 
their belief. F N Cs 
I do not introduce theſe obſervations as a new diſcovery, or a 
matter of information to the public. 'The attentive reader, no ' 
doubt, has long ago obſerved the ſame Himſelf. My view is on] 
to put the unwary reader, who is not ſo well acquainted wit 


_ theſe gentlemen, upon his guard againſt being impoſed upon by 
their repreſentation of facts. „ 
Philo Britanniæ has diſtinguiſhed himſelf, in the Public Ledger 

of the eighth of Auguſt, by his low unmanly abuſe of that re- 
ſpectable body, the Livery of the city of London, on account of 
their late petition to his Majeſty. His attack upon the eighth 

article of their complaint, may ſerve for an example of his me- 

thod of operation. The ſucceſs of this manceuvre ſhall be the ſub- 

x _ je& of our preſent inquiry. 1 | 

To prevent all miſunderſtanding, it will be expedient to give 

a fair and true copy of the eighth article of complaint from the 
petition itſelf, rather than to depend upon this author's partial 
quotation, This charge upon the miniſtry 18, that“ They have 
eſtabliſhed numberleſs unconſtitutional regulations and taxations 

in our colonies. They have cauſed a revenue to be raiſed in ſome 

of them by prerogative. They have appointed civil law judges 

to try revenue cauſes, and to be paid from out of the condemna- 

tion money.” | 
Philo Britanniz bas prudently flipt by the latter part of this 
complaint; and, perhaps, he would have acted full as wiſely, if he 
L bad done the ſame by the former part of it. But that was too 
| heavy a charge upon his maſters, to be ſuffered to paſs without 
{ome notice. 'The foliowing are hjs remarks upon it. K 
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1 
e From hence an impartial reader would infer, that the mi- 
niſters had raiſed taxes and promulgated laws over the colonies, 
without the 5 of parliament, or any other than their own 
u 


mere will and pleaſure. If that is the caſe, they are highly 
culpable and puniſhable,” And again, If no taxation or regu- 
lation has taken place in America without parliamentary autho- 
rity, who is arraigned by this article? The miniſters or their 
maſters ??? Ys A | 4.72 | | 
The laſt queſtion ſtands in need of an explanation. For, really, 
I am not ſo well acquainted with the miniſters, as to know whom 
they call their maſters, or, whether they acknowledge any maſters 
at all, or not. And yet, I muſt allow, that miniſters of ſtate 
are no maſters known to the conſtitution of Great Britain. | 
Tris evident, this author intended his remarks ſhould be under- 
ood as a flat denial of the fact, He 2 muſt know they 
would be ſo underſtood. For, nobody can believe he would dare, 
publickly, to charge the miniſtry with aw. highly culpable and 
uniſhable; which he undoubtedly has effectually done, if he al- 
3 the fact to be true. I muſt beg leave here, to aſk this author 
one queſtion. Do you not in your conſcience believe, that taxes 
have been levied, and are now levying, upon our. coloniſts in 
America, by virtue of the prerogative royal, without any autho- 
rity by act of parliament? If you were ignorant of the fact, 
you ought to have been a little more modeſt in your abuſe. 
The Livery of the city of London might, without any breach 
of the laws of truth and decency, have been allowed a more re- 
ſpectful treatment, than you intended by calling them, The 
vociferous patriots of Guildhall :?? _ A 
Since 1 have taken the liberty to aſk Philo Britanniz one queſ- 
tion as to his belief, I will be ſo open with him as freely to tell 
him my own; which is, that it will anſwer no valuable purpoſe 
to himſelf to convince him of the truth of a fact, which he has 
had the misfortune to deny. But, as it is a matter of great moment 
to the public, that they ſhould be ſet to rights with regard to a 
fact ſo intereſting to them, I ſhall here inſert a letter, formerly pub- 
liſhed in the North Briton, which will eſtabliſh the fact beyond all 
diſpute. If Philo Britanniæ be not pleaſed with this republication, 
let him reflect, that he ſhould have had more wit than to make 


- 


it neceſſary, by inſinuating that the complaint was groundleſs. 
5 Quo Deus wult perdere, prius dementat. 


TFT BE G leave to introduce the following reflections, upon a 
moſt intereſting ſubject, with a quotation from the great Mr. 
Locke's treatiſe upon government. 5 „ 
The ſupreme power cannot take from any man any part of 
his property without his own conſent. For the preſervation of 
property being the end of government, and that for which men 
enter into ſociety, it neceſſarily ſuppoſes and requires that the.peo- 
ple ſhould have property; without which they muſt be ſuppoſed 
to loſe that by entering into ſociety, which was the end for which 
they entered into it ; too groſs an abſurdity for any man to own! 
TI A 3 SF Men 
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. | | 
Men therefore ia ſociety having property, they have ſuch a right 
to the goods which by the law of the community are theirs, - 
that nobody hath a right to take them, or any part of them, from 
them, without their own conſent; without this they have no proper- 
ty at all. For I have truly no property in that which another can by 
right take from me. when he pleaſes, againſt my conſent. Hence 
it is a miſtake to think that the ſupreme or le Lade power of any 
commonwealth can do what it will, and Iifooſe of the eſtates of 
the ſubject arbitrarily, or take any part of them at pleaſure.——A 
man's property is not at all ſecure, though there be good and equi- 
table laws to ſet the bounds of it between him and his fellow ſub. 
jects, if he who commands thoſe ſubjects, have power to take 
from any private man what part he pleaſes of his property, and 
uſe and diſpoſe of it as he thinks good. 5 
% But government, into whatſoever hands it may be put, 
being inftituted with this condition, and for this end, that men 
might have and ſecure their properties, the prince and ſenate, 
however it may have power to make laws for regulating property 
between the ſubjects one among another, yet can never have a 
power to take to themſelves the whole or any part of the ſubjeQ's 
roperty, without their conſent, For this would be in effect to 
leave them no property at all. 5 
It 1s true, governments cannot be ſupported without great 
charge, and it is fit every one who enjoys his ſhare of the pro- 
tection, ſhould pay out of his eſtate his proportion for the main - 
tenance of it. But ſtill it muſt be with his own conſent; i. e. the 
conſent of the majority, giving it either themſelves, or by their 
repreſentatives choſen by them; for if any one ſhould claim a power 
to lay or levy taxes on the people, by his own authority, and 
without ſuch conſent of the people, he thereby invades the fun- 
damental law of property, and ſubverts the end of government.“ 

_ © Theſe judicious obſervations and unanſwerable arguments of 
Mr. Locke, will be read with the higheſt pleaſure, by every 
ſubject of the crown of Great Britain, when he reflects that the grand 
point here eſtabliſhed is, by the conſtitution of the government 
under which he lives, effectually ſecured to every member of the 
5 community; and will continue his birthright as long as that con- 

| ſtitution ſhall remain inviolate and in its full vigor. But let it be 

remembered, that it will be in vain to claim this right, although 
the title to it be ever ſo indiſputable, when we have by e 
neſs or complaiſance once quitted poſſeſſion of that power which 
muſt maintain it. 33 7 
The houſe of commons is the guardian of the rights and 
+ libertiesof the commons of Great Britain, a third part of the 
legiſlative power, and one of the three eſtates of the kingdom; 

Which being inftitated as checks and counterpoiſes to one another, 

. for the better ſecuting our liberty againſt all, have their diſtinct 

and ſeparate rights, priwäleges, and powers, as well as common, 
which ought to be kept ſacred and inviotatez otherwiſe our con- 
ſtitution is loſt. For whenſoever any one of theſe becomes ſubor- 
dinate to, and dependent upon either of the other, the civil 
balance, wherein lies our fecarity, is deſtroyed. "a 

5 | ' | cc 
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, as- a branch of the legiſlature. 


. 
te All attempts upon the rights of any of theſe are dangerous 
to the whole, eſpecially thoſe of the commons; who * vaſtly 
the majority, and the only indifpenſably neceſſary part of a com- 
monwealth, their ſafety and ſecurity ought to be conſulted and 
rovided for, before that of any branch, and even - againſt it, 
if ever they ſhall happen to be inconſiſtent. Our conſtitution 
itſelf, ſo long as it ſhall be preſerved unbroken, is a ſufficient 
guard againſt any invaſion upon any of them, by open violence; 
no one of the three eſtates being intruſted with ſo much power, as 
to be able forcibly to take from either of the other, any of their 
rights.” Hiſt. of the parl. 1700. < 3 To 
The greateſt or only privilege the commons of Great Britain 
have reſerved to themſelves, which can ſecure their freedom, and 
their independence as a branch of the legiſlature, is the power of 
granting money for the uſe of government; of appointing the 
manner in which it ſhall be raiſed, and the purpoſes to which it 
ſhall be applied : which includes alfo a right to be informed after- 
wards how it has been diſpoſed of. Kr a 
The ftrength of this barrier to the liberty of the ſubject is ſo ſe- 
cure and effeQual, and has in fact proved fo inſurmountable an 
obſtacle to the ſchemes of ambitious and deſpotic men, that all 
their wit has been more than once employed in endeavours to re- 
move it, either by force or artifice; though, thank God, hitherte 
without ſucceſs. Miniſterial attempts for this purpoſe, when ob- 
ſtinately purſued, (beſides the public vengeance upon themſelves) 
have already coſt one king his — and another his crown. 
It ought here to be mentioned to the honour of the repreſenta- 
tives of the commons of Great Britain, that, even in the moſt 
complaiſant times, the houſe of commons has never yet be- 
trayed its truſt in this moſt intereſting caſe; but always moſt 
ſtrenuouſly defended this juſt and truly important right of the 
commons. Nay, when neceflity has required it, they have refiſted, 
even unto blood, rather than ſubmit to that unconſtitutional claim 
of the crown, a power of levying money, and impoſing taxes 
upon the people, under pretence of prerogative. And at laſt when 
the ee was 4iffolved by James the ſecond, the agents for 
the kingdom, even in that emergency, nobly ſtood out from elect- 
ing even William the third to be their king (although they looked 


upon him with gratitude as their deliverer) until he had agreed 


to the following condition, among others, particularly interted 
in the declaration of rights. © * . 288 
The levying money to or for the uſe of the crown, by pre- 
tence of prerogative, or without grant of parliament, for longer 
yo = in other manner than the ſame is or ſhall be granted, is 
Sega 8 | 1 | | 2 
TI hope I may now, without offence, fay, that a 9 of Great 
Britain has no ſuch prerogative. It is a prerogative of the com- 
mons of Great Britain to tax themſelves; a prerogative, com- 
mitted in truſt by them to their repreſentatives; and is, perhaps, 
the only prerogative they have, effectually to ſecure their indepen- 
If this be once given 1 


* 


a4 


323311 

all pretence to liberty and property afterwards muſt be ridiculous; 
and will certainly be treated as ſüch, even by thoſe men, who are 
ready enough to promiſe very fair beforehand, in order to obtain an 
indulgence with a power which NO ſo very much to the 
aims of ambition ; but which a free people, whilſt they con- 
tinue in their ſenſes, will never truſt in the hands of the execu- 
tive of the government. e 1 | 

Thoſe who are moſt deſirous of ſuch power, are leaſt fit to be 
intruſted with it. They aſk for chey know not what. If they ſhould: 
obtain their requeſt; in the firſt act, the world would probably be 
ſet on fire; but the next would certainly end with finding them- 
ſelves involved in the fate of Phaeton. | ee 
I am at a loſs to reconcile with the declaration of rights, and 
thoſe revolution principles upon which our conſtitution ſtands, the 
levying money and laying taxes upon the Britiſh ſubje&s in the 
Welt Tadian iſlands, by virtue of the prerogative royal, for the 
uſe of the king, his heirs, and ſucceſſors. N bp 5 
It is probable that many readers will ſtare at this intima- 
tion, not believing it poſſible for a miniſtry, at this time of day, 
and under a Britiſh king, to run fo precipitately upon their own 
ruin. But that I may not appear to talk without book, and as I 
am unwilling to miſrepreſent the caſe, I will give you an extract 
from one of the letters patent, which may ſerve as a ſample of the 
other four. | . 3 2 75 
„ Whereas the iſland of Tobago was conguered by us during 
the late war, and has been ceded and ſecured to us by the late 
treaty of peace, &c. . 4 7 

We have thought fit, and our royal will and pleaſure is, 
and we do hereby, by virtue of our prerogative royal, order, di- 
rect and appoint, that an impoſt or cuſtom of four and an half per 
cent in ſpecie ſhall, from and after the 29th day of September next 
enſuing the date of theſe preſents, be raiſed and paid to us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, for and upon all dead commodities of the 


growth and produce of our ſaid iſland of Tobago that ſhall be 
1 + var off from the ſame. „„ 1 


„ And we do hereby require and command the preſent gover- 
nor and commander in chief, and the governor and commander in 
chief for the time being, and the officers of the cuſtoms in our 
ſaid iſland of Tobago now and hereafter and for the time being, 
and all others whom it may concern, that they do reſpectively 
take care to collect, levy and receive the ſaid impoſt or cuſtom ac- 
cording to our royal will and pleaſure fignitied by theſe preſents. 
In witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our letters to be made 
atent. Witneſs ourſelf, at Weſtminſter, the zoth day of July, 


* 


in the fourth year of our reign,” | 
EE: | By writ of privy ſeal, 

| | ” | : &c. &c. &c. 3 
As have intimated above, this extract may ſerve as a ſample 
of the other four patents, viz. for St. Vincent, St. Dominica, 
Grenada, and the Grenadines; except that with regard to Gre- 


nada, &c. where the French had laid a poll-tax upon the inha- 


. | bitants, 


to.) 


bitants, that poll-tax (if I am not miſinformed) is alſo continsed 


upon them, by their reſpective patents, over and above the four 


and an half per cent before mentioned. | | 

As this is plain matter of fact, let it ſpeak for itſelf. I cannot 
ſay much in its defence, And all I have been able to meer with, 
as a plea in juſtification, is, that theſe were conquered iſlands, 
and by their capitulations agreed to be on the ſame footing as the 
Leeward Iſlands with regard to taxes, &c. and therefore have vir- 
tually conſented to this tax, which ſome of the Leeward lands 


pay. Conſequently they have no right to complain that the mi- 


niſtry have taken them at their word. -, 

It is not my buſineſs to enter into the propriety or univerſality 
of ſuch a ſort of conſent, or how far the terror of ſome can in 
juſtice bind the guts of all. I will only ſay that if the in- 
habitants ſhould ſpeak for themſelves, we might probably hear 
ſome ſhrewd eie to it. But the grand defect of this plea 
in juſtification, is, that it appears to be entirely foreign to the 
point, for the queſtion is not, what the inhabitants of thoſe iſlands 
may, or may not, have reaſon to complain of; but the true and 
important queſtions in this caſe are; In what hands has the Britiſh 
conſtitation entruſted the power of levying money? For what 
end is it there placed And what power does it allow the exe- 
cutive of the government to exerciſe in our foreign colonies, ſo as 
to ſecure our own ſafety at home, and their proſperity abroad ? 


The power of levying money never was, nor ever can, in a 


free government, be with ſafety placed in the hands of the ſupreme 
executive, unleſs mankind, in general, had fewer paſſions and 
more wiſdom than by experience appears to have fallen to their 
ſhare. As the ſupreme executive has neceſſarily at his command 
the united force of the whole community, for the purpoſes of 
peace and order at home, and defence againſt my enemies; if 
the power of raiſing money alſo, was put into the ſame hands, 


I ſhould be glad to know what can ſecure that community, under 


a bold miniſter, againſt the ſevere ſcourge of deſpotiſm. That 
favorite inſtrament for this purpoſe, a ſtanding army, would be 
in his own power to keep, or not, as he might fee occaſion. 
This miſchief has been moſt wiſely provided againſt by that 
mixed legiſlature, of which the happy conſtitution of Great Bri- 


| tain is compoſed, But, (if I may be allowed to repeat what has 
before been taken notice of) the continuance of this bleſſing de- 


pends upon preſerving the due balance of the three eſtates; 
which cannot be done, without preſerving entire and untouched 
the reſpective privileges of each. | 

The great, perhaps only, povuegs the commons have to ſupport 
their independence is (as I obſerved) the power of raiſing mo- 


ney, when they find it neceſſary, or uſeful. If this ſhow!d once 
be gone, all muſt go with it, and a diſſolution of the govern- 
ment enſue. For this reaſon it is, that the houſe of commons 
have always guarded this privilege with ſo jealous and judicious 
a watchfulneſs as never to ſuffer the houſe of lords to add even an 
amendment to a money-bill. And we are encouraged by expe- 

b FOR tience 


E | 
rience to truſt with confidence in both houſes of parliament, that 
they will never faffer ſach a power to inveſt in the crown, which 
would be equally dangerous to both, as it muſt in time render the 
crown entirely independent on both. h 

This is a caſe, which moſt properly falls under their cogni- 
2ance, and therefore, Sir, we ill with all humility, leave it 
to their enquiry, wiſdom and care. And there may it reſt in 
peace and ſecurity that all will be done that may er ne- 
__ cefſary, or expedient, for the preſervation of our excellent con- 
ſtitution. | i 
I will conclade with mentioning ſome facts, which I ſuſpect 
Have been unattended to, or miſtaken; and from that miſtake, 
perhaps this blunder of, the miniſtry has happened. | 
Os the twelfth of September 1663, the aſſembly of the iſland 
of Barbadoes granted a duty of four and an half per cent. in on 
Cie on all dead commodities, of the growth or produce of the ſaid 
Wand, exported from the ſame; and granted it for the ſupport of 
the government in the iſland, and for building and repairing forts, 
&c. neceflary for the defence of the iſland. te 
In the year 1664 the ſeveral iſlands of Nevis, Montferrat, and 
St. Chriſtophers did the ſame. 15 4 

And the aſſembly of the Iſland of Antigua on the 19th of 
May 1668, granted it alſo in that iſland. And theſe are the 
only iflands which have ever yet been ſubject to it. 

It is very clear that thus far there was no claim of a prerogative 
of the crown in the caſe. All was done by acts of their own aſ- 
ſemblies, the repreſentatives of the commons there. | 


The reader muſt have taken notice that theſe duties were granted 
an Charles the ſecond's reign. And it is very remarkable that, 
though the iſland of Jamaica (which was a conquered iſland) ſtood 
out, and would not conſent to this duty there, yet the miniſtry o 
thoſe times had more wiſdom than to claim a power to doit for 
them, by virtue of the prerogative royal. The fatal conſequences 
of ſuch a meaſure was not yet out of their memory. Therefore 
that iſland has been exempt from it to this day. | 1 

It muſt be acknowledged, that the miniftry of a future eign, 
had a view of this kind, with reſpect to Jamaica, about the year 
1717. But, whilſt it was under conſideration, the attorney-gene- 
ral (who was afterwards lord Lech mere) was conſulted upon the 
caſe; and gave it as his opinion, that any perſon who ſhould ad- 
viſe his majeſty to ſuch a meaſure, would be guilty of high trea- 
ſon. The conſequence was, the miniſtry wiſely dropt, what they 
had weakly deſigued. This opinion, it I am not miſinformed, 
is now in being in Mr. Lechmere's hand-writing.“ | 
Wich regard to the capitulations of thoſe which were conquered 
iſlands, all I have to ſay, is, the capitulations agreed to, could 

This intelligence was communicated by William Wood, Eſq; 
late ſecretary to the commiſſioners of his majeſty's cuſtoms, in the 
year 1764; by whom Mr. Lechmere's opinion had been pre- 
ſerved; and in whole poſſeſſion it remained at that time, Sa 

| EY n 


. 


— 


„ 

bind the — 21 contractors no longer than daring the inter- 
regnum (if I may ſo call it) of the capitulation. When they 
wete annexed to the Britiſh crown, they became intitled to the 
privileges of a Britiſh government, —Bat when Tobago was 
conquered, or by what general or admiral, or what the capita- 
lation was, or in what gazette it was publiſhed, are now ſo intirely 
out of my memory, that I muſt leave thoſe circumftances to be 
more particularly enquired into by my ſuperiors. 


This letter was firſt publiſhed on Saturday the 24 February 
1765. And on Monday the 11th of the fame month, a motion 
was made by Mr. Dempſter in the houſe of commons; upon 
which, the houſe agreed, zemine contradicente, to the following re- 
ſolution : | | | 
„ Reſolved, 3. 78 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his majeſty, that he 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before 
this houſe, copies of all inſtructions under the ou ſeal, autho- 
riſing the levying a duty of four and an halt per cent, or any 
other duty whatſoever, upon certain commodities in the iſlands 
and provinces ceded to Great Britain by the laſt peace, together 


b with copies of all repreſentations from the commiſſioners of the 
. cuſtoms, memortals from the treaſury, and orders of council re- 
lating thereto.” 35 Ih ; 
: Purſuant to this addreſs the ſeveral copies were preſented to 
0 the houſe on Monday the 18th, and Tueſday the 19th of the 
| fame month (the titles of which may be ſeen in the printed votes} 
| and were ordered to lie upon the table to be peruſed by the mem- 
. bers of the houſe. n e e 5 | 
1 Philo Britanniz! anſwer me ingenuouſly. Is not this (whatyou 
F | called for) Coming to fair argument“? What is now 
5 your opinion of the eighth article of the livery of London's 
3 complaint? If, as you deſire, Victory ſhall declare on 
E the fide of truth, juſtice, and Public Good,” On which fide do 
; you believe ſhe will declare? On the ſide of the miniftry, or, on 
. the fide of the petitioners ? TE. ; | 
r | Notwithſtanding what is here undeniably proved, it is very 
4 | probable, the miniſtry's faithful echoes will continue repeating, 
e | *The petition of the Livery of London is ridiculous, and the 
[- complaint ill founded.“ If fo, we muſt be content to let them 
* take their own way, and ſay they know not what, and they 
Y | know not why. Such barefaced falſnoods cannot impoſe upon 
d, any man, who is not willing to be deceived. Qu wult decipi decipi- 
atur. | : 
ed After returning my thanks to Philo Britanniz for this favourable 
Id opportunity of reviving our attention to ſo intereſting a fac, 
_ which, by this time, may poflibly have flipt the memory of ſome 
q; of our worthy repreſentatives in parliament, I muſt leave him to 
he enjoy the triumph for his victory over his own fagacity. 
on - The legality of this impoſition of four —_ an balf per 
cent, was conteſted with the crown in the Ifland of St. Vin- 


1 


a 
cent, by Mr. Otley a planter; and the iſſue was tried there; 
The jury delivered in a ſpecial verdict, which was argued before 
the judges of the courts of law, who gave judgment in favour of 
Mr. Otley. An appeal from thecourts of law, was then brought 
before the governor and council of the ifland. The governor 
and council, after a full hearing, confirmed the judgment of 


© the courts of law. This laſt determination was about July 1768. 


Upon this, an appeal was brought before the king in council 
here. The caſe, as I am informed, now ſtands referred to coun- 
cil learned in the law for their opinion, and there it reſts“. Pu- 
ring this formal ſuſpenſion of juſtice, the duties continue to 


de levied by authority of the letters patent. How long we are 


to proceed in this illegal method of levying money by pretence 
of prerogative, we hope will not be left to the diſcretion of a 
miniſtry, who ſeem ſo fond of the novelty. We rather hope, it 
will not be ſuffered to eſcape the ſerious attention of our worthy 
repreſentatives in parliament, at their next meeting. v1 


That leuying money to or for the uſe of the crown, by pretence of 
prerogative, or without grant of parliament, for longer time or in other 
manner than the ſame is or hall be granted, is illegal. We: 
Is not this ſtipulation of he 6:1 of rights expreſſed in plain and 
intelligible 754 e? Can any doubt ariſe about the ſenſe and 
meaning of it here is that genius to be found, who can dif- 


cover the leaſt duplicity in the expreſſion, or diſtinguiſh away the 


meaning? Then, how ſhall we a, count for this bold obſtinacy of 
the miniſtry in ſupport of a meaſure, which ſtrikes at the very 
foundation of the Hritiſb conſtitution, and ſets the bill of rights at 
defiance? I ſhould be glad to ſee this accounted for upon a more 
honourable, a more honeſt principle, than the influence of the 


French cabinet. Until-this be done, what hope can any reaſon- 


able man have, what confidence can he place in men, who ſhew 
no gratitude to, no feeling for their king and unhappy country ? 
Surely, the committee at S—t ] 's will not her dare to pro- 


feſs an intention to ſet the nation together by the ears, in order to 


make way for what miniſters of ſtate, in all reigns, have had a 
ſecret fondneſs for, and, ſince the revolution, have honoured with 
the name of the old conflitution.F With this title they dignified 
ab/olute monarchy, that determined plan of the weak unrelenting 
houſe of Suart; the obſtinate purſuit of which, brought about 


the glorious event of 1688. 


Since the revolution, miniſters of ſtate have modeſtly concealed 
this fondrelſs f;om the public, and paid their devotion to this 
fille de joy by ſtealth, in the hours of retirement. But, now the 
faſhion of the times has removed the reproach of expoſing their 
kept- miſtreſſes to public view, our miniſters are happily freed 


„** 


We hear that Mr. Otley is juſt arrived in England, in or- 
der to purſue this buſineſs, which will ſoon come to a hearing at 
the Cockpit. | "Ps 

+ See the frſt letter in the Political Regiſter for Auguſt, 1769. 
| Woe. from 


| . 

from this aukward reſtraint, and can, without ſhame or remorſe, 
boaſt of their unconſtitutional attachments. This muſt be allow- 
ed to be open and above board. But, how the public are to be 
reconciled to this, is, I ſuſpect, a caſe our preſent managers have 
forgotten to take into conſideration. In this conteſt, who oughe 
to ſubmit? The miniſters, or the people? The people cannot 
ſubmit, without tamely ſurrendering what has been purchaſed at 
the expence of ſo much Britiſh blood and treaſure. If the mini- 
ſtry are weak enough to believe we are ſufficiently debauched for 
that purpoſe, I hope they will find themſelves miſtaken. Bad as 
we have been, we have never yet gone ſo far; and let us hope we 
never ſhall. 

It is very true, the loyal ſubjects of this government have been 
remarkable for their civility and complai ſance to a miniſtry ; but, 
LOYALTY 1tſelf forbids them to look on with indifference, when 
their excellent con/?irution, upon which their all depends, ſtands 
tottering with one foot in the grave. When the firſt principles of 
the confiitution, the ſacredneſs of property, and the freedom of 
election, are brought into queſtion ; ſurely, it is high time for the 
friends of liberty to ſpeak plain, — to preſent the truth with de- 
cency, and without diſguiſe, befoxe the throne. | 
FV HAMPDEN. 
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| The following Copy of the fr Article of the printed 1 
tions, tranſmitted by the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms 
to their Officers in the reſpective Iſlands, is here added, as a ge⸗ 


nuine Curioſity of theſe latter Days. | 


INSTRUCTIONS 


l 


Tb Commilioners of his MajzsrtY's Cultams | 


_ WF. 
eee pits 75 ho is eſtabliſhed Collector of 
445 a , Duties of four and ane 6 he! if per Cent. at 


an America. 


I. H IS Majeſty having by his commiffon under the feal of 
Great Britain, authorized and impowered Us, the Com- 
miſſioners of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, to manage and cauſe to be 
levied and collected, within the Iſland of Barhadoes and the Lee- 
ard Iſlands, the Impoſt or Cuſtom of four and half per Cent, 
under the Direction of the Right Hon. the Lord High Treaſurer 
of Great Britain, or the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury for 
the Time being. And his Majeſty having been further pleaſed, 
by his Letters Patent, bearing Date.the 2oth of July, 1764, to 
order, direct, and appoint, that an Impoſt or Cuſtom of four and 
an half per Cent. in Specie ſhall, from and after the 2gth Day of 
September, 1764, be raiſed, and paid upon all dead Commodities 
of the Growth or Produce of the Iſland of Grenade, the Grenadine 
.  Iflands, the Iflands of Tobago, St. Vincents, and Dominica, that 
hall be ſhipped off from — ſame, in heu of all Cuſtoms and 
Impoſt Duties hitherto collected upon Goods imported and ex- 
orted into or out of the ſaid Iſlands, while under the Authority 
of his moſt * K Majeſty ; and that the ſame ſhall be collected, 
paid, and levied, in ſuch Manrer, and by ſuch Ways and Means; 


And under ſuch Penalties and Forfeitures, as the ſaid Impoſt or 


Cuſtom of four and an half per Cent. is and may now be collected, 

paid, and levied, in his Majeſty's Iſland of Barbadies, and the 
Leeward Idands; you are, by the beſt Ways and Means you can, 
to levy and collect the ſaid Duty, agreeable to the Method of 
collecting the Duties impoſed by the Act of the 25th of Charles 
II. on the Commodities therein enumerated, keeping the Ac- 
counts of the ſaid Duty of four and an half per Ceut. diſtin,” 

The foregoing Article is a very extraordinary one; as remark-. 


able for its abſurdity, as for its illegality; both of which are ſo. — 


apparent, that I ſhall not officiouſly prevent the er 5 n 5 
of making his own comment upon it . 


. 
+ ; As 
: ye ; 


(5) 
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As ſome gentlemen may de deſirous of ſeeing a compleat copy 


of one of theſe letters 30 one for the Iſland of 


Tobago is here inſerte 


| GEORGE the third by the grace of God of Great Britain 


France and Ireland King Defender of the faith and ſo forth Toall 
to whom theſe preſents ſhall come greeting WHEREAS a certain 
impoſt or cuſtom of four pounds and an half in ſpecie for every 
hundred weight of the commodities of the growth and preduce 
of the Iſland of Barbadoes and of the Leeward Caribbe Iſlands 
in America ſhipped off from the ſame or any of them is E and 
payable to us our heirs and ſucceſſors AND WHEREAS the Iſland 
of Tobago was conquered by us during the late war and has been 

ceded and ſecured to us by the late treaty of peace AND WHEREAS 


it is reaſonable and expedient and of importance to our other 


Sugar Iſlands that the like duty ſhould take place in our ſaid 
Iſland of Tobago WE have thought fit and our royal will and 


pleaſure is and we do hereby by virtue of our prerogative rope | 
our 


order direct and appoint that an impoſt or cuſtom of 
and an half per cent in ſpecie ſhall from and after the twenty 


ninth day of September next enſuing the date of theſe preſents _ 


be raiſed and paid to us our heirs and ſucceſſors for and upon 


all dead commodities of the growth or produce of our ſaid Iſland - 
of Tobago that ſhall be ſhipped off from the ſame in lieu of all 


cuſtoms and impoſt duties hitherto collected upon goods imported 


and exported into and out of the ſaid Iſland under the au- 


thority of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and that the ſame ſhall be 


collected paid and levied in ſuch manner and by ſuch ways and 


means and'under ſuch penalties and forfeitures as the ſaid impoſt 
or cuſtom of four and an half per cent is and may now be col- 
lected paid and levied in our ſaid iſtand of Barbadoes and our 


{aid Leeward Iſlands AND we do hereby require and command 


the preſent governor and commander in chief and the governor 


and commander in chief. for the time being and the officers of 


the cuſtoms in our ſaid Iſland of Tobago now and hereafter for 


the time being and all others whom it may concern that they do 
reſpectively take. care to collect levy and receive the ſaid impoſt 


or cuſtom according to our royal will and pleaſure ſigniſied by 


theſe preſents IN WITNESS whereof we have cauſed theſe our 


I 4 


letters to be made patent WITNESS ourſelf at Weſtminſter the 


- 


twentieth day of July in the fourth year of our reign | 
19 JJ R of FRY Gon 
| YORKE and YORKE. 


By this lerter patent it appears, that not only money has been 


levied for the uſe of the crown, but alſo penalties and forfeitures 
have been ordered, directed, and appointed, by the ſole authority , 


ol the prerogative royal under the Great Sea} of Great Britain. 
2 Due vos dementia cefit? 


F 
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